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M-DCPS’ COVID-19 RELIEF PLANS

Earlier this month, the MiamiDade County School Board
held a workshop to discuss the
preliminary plan for how to
allocate the federal stimulus funds
being provided to the District
through the American Rescue Plan
(ARP) Act and the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act.
The estimated funding to MiamiDade County Public Schools
(M-DCPS) is $1,189,951,575 $366,633,644 from ESSER II and
$823,317,931 from ARP ESSER.
The funds can only be used on
allowable expenses determined
by the Acts. The development
of the M-DCPS 2021-2026
Strategic Plan helped prioritize
the spending of stimulus funds, as
all initiatives in which the District
invests must be tied to a priority
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in the new Strategic Plan, Infinite
Possibilities. There are sixteen
assurances in the ARP and CRRSA
under which expenditures are
eligible. The District bucketed
those assurance into four
categories: Accelerate Learning,
Mental and Physical Health,
Prepare for and Avoid Potential
Future Closures and Maintain
Operations & Retain Staff.
Since the Great Recession,
M-DCPS has relied on four
guiding principles when it
comes to budgeting – improve
student achievement, protect the
classroom, protect the workforce
and maintain the fiscal viability
of the District. In 2020, the
District added a fifth: ensure the
health and safety of our students
and staff. These principles are
integrated throughout this
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spending plan.
As a school system that values and
prioritizes equity, funds will be
going where the need is greatest
in our schools; 93 percent of the
$1.2B ESSER investment will be
allocated directly or indirectly
to schools to impact student
outcomes.

IMPORTANT DATES
& INFORMATION

July 31 – August 9
Florida’s Back-to-School
Sales Tax Holiday

August 23
First Day of the
2021-2022 School Year

ARTICLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

M-DCPS’ COVID-19 RELIEF PLANS... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
To accelerate learning for all
students, investments are being
made in many areas including
personnel, technology, and
additional academic supports
for all grade levels to maximize
student academic recovery and
minimize the impact on their
social-emotional well-being due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other proposed investments
aim to maintain operations,
avoid potential future closures
and protect the District’s highly
qualified workforce. Additionally,
M-DCPS will continue to create
environmental conditions that
make it safe for our students
and workforce to return to our
schoolhouses.

The stimulus funds M-DCPS
received will constitute the
primary source of investments for
M-DCPS over the next few years
and will be carried out in phases.
The District will be overly cautious
on the expenditures to ensure that
the funding is correctly utilized
under the outlined guidelines and
to avoid Unallowable Expenses,
which include items such as meals,
advertisements, purchases of
vehicles or facilities, clothing or
uniforms, as well as ensuring the
sustainability of investments to
continue its long trend of good
stewardship of tax-payer funds.
Initiatives, such as Summer School,
are already being implemented.

M-DCPS will be spacing out the
projects over the next three years
and will keep the public informed
on how the funds are being spent.
Prior to the final adoption of the
spending plans, the District will
engage in meaningful two-way
communication with stakeholders
through an ESSER Town Hall
taking place on Thursday, July
15, 2021 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Stakeholders can participate
in person at the School Board
Administration Building located
at 1450 N.E. 2nd Avenue or
virtually by visiting https://www.
eduvision.tv/l?eAeeyRO. For more
information, visit covidrelief.
dadeschools.net.

FLORIDA’S BACK-TO-SCHOOL TAX HOLIDAY

In preparation for the opening
of the 2021-2022 school year,
M-DCPS families will be able to
get more for their money during
the 10-day Florida’s Back-toSchool Sales Tax Holiday, from July
31 through August 9, 2021.
Undoubtedly, this tax holiday will
allow parents to save money as
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they purchase items and prepare
their children for a successful
school year. Tax-exempt items
include clothing and basic supplies
such as pencils, pens, notebooks,
and technological learning tools.
For more information, visit https://
floridarevenue.com/backtoschool/
Pages/default.aspx.

PARENT
E-TIPS
Practicing
Self-Care
https://bit.ly/3jY4SGo

ESSER TOWN HALL
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M-DCPS URGES PARENTS TO GET THEIR CHILDREN
VACCINATED
The Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) also recommends everyone
12 years and older receive a
COVID-19 vaccination to help
protect against COVID-19.
Parents/guardians are
encouraged to visit the state’s
vaccine locator site at https://
floridahealthcovid19.gov/
vaccines/vaccine-locator/ for the
latest information on available
vaccine providers.
M-DCPS is urging parents/
guardians to check their children’s
immunization records to see if they
are due for any mandated school
entry vaccines. Particularly during
the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s
important for children to receive
vaccinations to protect them
from preventable diseases and
outbreaks. During the upcoming
influenza season, the flu shot will
also be critically important to
reduce the impact of respiratory
illnesses in the community.
All M-DCPS students are required
to have the mandatory school age

vaccines for the 2021-2022
school year. Parents/guardians
should not wait to contact their
medical provider to schedule an
appointment. Not only are school
age vaccines required for school,
vaccinations prevent illnesses
that lead to unnecessary medical
visits, hospitalizations and further
strain on the healthcare system. To
learn more about the latest School
Immunization Requirements,
visit http://www.floridahealth.
gov/programs-and-services/
immunization/children-andadolescents/school-immunizationrequirements/index.html.

SCHOOL BOARD
MEETINGS

July 28
5:00 p.m.
Budget Workshop

August 18
11:00 a.m.
Regular Meeting

SOCIAL MEDIA
@MDCPS
@EscuelasMDCPS
@MiamiSup
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@MiamiSchools
@AlbertoMCarvalho1
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@MiamiSchools
@MiamiSup

The School Board of

@MiamiSchools

www.dadeschools.net
Stay connected with Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Make sure you follow
us on social media for the latest news and updates regarding the school district.
#MDCPSConnects
Perla Tabares Hantman, Chair

Mari Tere Rojas

Dr. Steve Gallon III, Vice Chair

Luisa Santos

Miami-Dade County,

Lucia Baez-Geller

Florida

Christi Fraga
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