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Recognition Luncheon

giving our students
the world
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Friday, April 12, 2024

10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton MACC - Royal Poinciana Ballroom
711 NW 72 Avenue
Miami, Florida 33126

Office of Family and Community Engagement



Thank you to our sponsors

Curriculum Associates:

wi-Ready

HCA--

Healthcare’
6 Promethean

@MDCPSCommunity


https://www.prometheanworld.com/
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/about
https://www.hcafloridahealthcare.com/about-us/our-community-impact

Welcome
and Opening Remarks

Master and Mistress
of Ceremonies

Pledge of Allegiance
and National Anthem

School Board Chair Greetings
Sponsor Recognition
Recognition of Internship
Providers and Award
Nominees

Lunch and Music

Student Performance
Student Mentor Testimonial

Superintendent’s Remarks

Superintendent’s Choice
Awards

Exemplary M-DCPS Partner
Awards

Outstanding School
Volunteer Awards

Closing Remarks

EMmURITI'Y

Lisa Thurber, Administrative Director
Office of Family and Community Engagement

Julian Gonzalez and Thalia Smith, 12th Grade Students
New World School of the Arts

Chloee Jean-Jules, 8th Grade Student
Norland Middle School

Mari Tere Rojas, Chair
School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida

Maurits Acosta, Vice President
Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Student Government Association

Guitars Over Guns

Norland Middle School Theater Students

Clint John, 7th Grade Student
Norland Middle School

Dr. Jose L. Dotres
Superintendent of Schools

Leonardo Mourino
2023 Principal of the Year
Principal, Morningside K-8 Academy

Dr. Elvira Ruiz

2023 Assistant Principal of the Year
Assistant Principal, Country Club Middle
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Be Strong

INTERNATIONAL

Michelle Shirley
CEO

Healthy Relationships. Thriving Families. Stronger Communities. Be Strong International

Be Strong International, now over 30 years old, was founded by Mrs. Althea
McMillan, a retired Miami-Dade County School teacher. Through specialized
programs, Be Strong International touches the heart of the whole family, both youth
and parents, by teaching them the importance of Heart Skills™ through healthy
relationship education, while helping them move from brokenness to wholeness.

« 12 partnerships with schools in Miami-Dade.
« 3,869 parents trained annually in healthy communication.
« 5,803 students served through various programs.

www.bestrongintl.org
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Miami-Dade County Fair & Exposition, Inc. Miami-Dade County
Fair & Expo

As a long-standing partner, The Fair provides our students, staff, and parents with a
plethora of experiences and opportunities for academic growth and financial awards. Every
year, students receive free admission to The Fair, parents get discounted admission and
ticket offers, and schools are allotted free field trip days. This investment in our families
exceeds $10 million dollars and provides an enriching family experience for our students
and their families. Each year they honor a graduating senior from every high school with a
$1,000 scholarship, recognize students for their community service, give Ag Ambassadors a
chance to volunteer year-round and sponsor the annual Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics student
essay contest

www.fairexpo.com



https://www.fairexpo.com/
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FEEDING

Paco Velez

s o U T H F Lo R l DA Feeding SCO%?h Florida

Feeding South Florida offers fresh fruit and vegetables and shelf-stable food for
100 to 300 families at each bi-monthly distribution. This helps to ensure children and
families have the sustenance they need to lead healthy and happy lives. Through our
district partnership, there are nine school pantries in eight schools and one
community hub MDCPS Marketplace at Hialeah with more opening throughout the
community. In just one year (March 2023 — March 2024), M-DPCS and Feeding
South Florida have been able to provide 431,200 pounds of food to over 32,340
individuals and 10,780 families.

feedingsouthflorida.org



https://feedingsouthflorida.org/
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Outstanding

School Volunteers

Auriana Becquer
Yirina Arias

Chelsy Gomez
John Michael Gibson
Byron Florian
Alexandra Punales
Elizabeth Soto
Carolina Vargas
Yanelin Garcia Luis
Gloria Rostran
Ashley Diaz

Tia Green-Grayson
Jorge Pulido
Carolina Renteria
Yailyn Gonzalez
Jonathan Litt

M-DCPS
YOUR BEST

Air Base K-8 Center

Amelia Earhart Elementary

Arch Creek Elementary

Bel-Aire Elementary

BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12
Blue Lakes Elementary

Calusa Elementary

Charles R. Hadley

Christina M. Eve Elementary
Claude Pepper Elementary

Coral Park Elementary

Coral Reef Elementary

Coral Reef Elementary

Dante B. Fascell Elementary

Dr. Carlos J. Finlay Elementary

Dr. Edward L. Whigham Elementary
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Outstanding

School Volunteers
Tantalane Whitehead Dr. Henry Mack West Little River K-8 Center
Gretell Leon Dr. Manuel C. Barreiro Elementary
Grace Barnes Dr. Michael M. Krop Senior
Tiffany Thompson Dr. William A. Chapman Elementary

Vivian Valbuena
Caridad Quintana
Gueyli Gonzalez
Janett Noriega
Deborah Rivers
Rachel Hutchinson
Jami Lally
Carolina Zambrano
Jayla Delaney
Cynthia Ruiz Cruz
Maria Shipes
Martha Vanegas

M-DCPS

VOUQ BEST

E.W.F. Stirrup Elementary
Ethel Koger Beckham K-8 Center
Felix Varela Senior

G. Holmes Braddock Senior
Gateway K-8 Learning Center
Greynolds Park Elementary
Hammocks Middle

Hialeah Gardens Middle
Hialeah High

Howard D. McMillan Middle
Howard Drive Elementary
iPrep Academy



Jen Jicha
Annette Castro
Jamilah Henry
Vanessa Mejia
Monica Ceballo
Gasca, Nicole
Lissette Gasca
Marisel Sordo
Arleen Sanchez
Marie Shorter
Linet Rabelo
Scarlet Padilla
Vivian Diaz
Elva Diaz

Brian Keinath
Richard Hull

M-DCPS

YOUR BEST

O\CE

%ﬁwy
Patn::

Outstanding
School Volunteers

John A. Ferguson Senior
John |. Smith K-8 Center

Johnnie M. Parris Colonial Drive Elementary
Kendale Elementary

Kendale Lakes Elementary
Kenwood K-8 Center
Kenwood K-8 Center

Lamar Louise Curry Middle
Leewood K-8 Center

Lenora B. Smith Elementary
Mae M. Walters Elementary
Mandarin Lakes K-8 Academy
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Elementary
MAST@Homestead

Miami Beach Nautilus Middle
Miami Beach Nautilus Middle
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Outstanding

School Volunteers

Anthony Turner
Elizabeth Espinosa
Shaquitta Murphy
Kelly Burton
Christiana Jones
Melissa Mejia
Eliana Carvajal

Adi Hedges
Lourdes Curran
Monica Mase

Keri Andrews

Heidi Marcelo-Calero
Alexandra Caiola
Artisha Small
Nancy Vega

Adela Carrion
Zoraida Serret

M-DCPS

VOUQ BEST

Miami Springs Middle

Miami Sunset Senior

Norland Middle

Norma Butler Bossard Elementary
Ojus Elementary

Oliver Hoover Elementary
Palm Springs Middle

Palmetto Elementary
Palmetto Elementary
Palmetto Elementary
Palmetto Middle

Paul W. Bell Middle

Phyllis Ruth Miller Elementary
Pine Lake Elementary
Redland Middle

Redondo Elementary
Redondo Elementary
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Outstanding

School Volunteers

Jason Valdes
LaKeisha Cox
Tyisha Anthony
Sophia Hernandez
Karina Alberto

Alma De Santiago
Maylin Lopez
Maittee Diaz

Analia Ladner
Sophie Loukou
Angelica Cerra
Dayana Moreira
Patty Flores

Angie Escobar
Valentina Thompson
Melissa Cabana Lopez
Ingrid Ludwig

M-DCPS

VOUQ BEST

Richmond Heights Middle
Robert Morgan Educational Center
R.R. Moton Elementary
Royal Green Elementary
Royal Palm Elementary
Rubén Dario Middle

South Miami Middle
Southwest Miami Senior
Southwood Middle

Sunset Elementary

Sunset Park Elementary
Tropical Elementary

Tropical Elementary

Tropical Elementary

Wesley Matthews Elementary
William Lehman Elementary
Zora N. Hurston Elementary
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Outstanding Senior
School Volunteers

Gladys Cala
Elois Cooper
Dianne Dobbins
Acela Baez

Clara Caldwell
Cristiana Walkes
Patricia WWoodson
NOEMI VILLA
Rollie Hernandez
Lauren Roddy
Alma De Santiago
Milagros Perez

M-DCPS
vouQ BEST

Christina M. Eve Elementary

Frank C. Martin International K-8 Center
Goulds Elementary

James H. Bright/J.W. Johnson Elementary
Laura C. Saunders Elementary

Leisure City K-8 Center

MAST Academy

Meadowlane Elementary

Miami Beach Nautilus Middle

Norma Butler Bossard Elementary
Rubén Dario Middle

Twin Lakes Elementary
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Outstanding Youth
School Volunteers

Aiden Rosa

Isabel Miranda
Melissa |barra
Graylyn Swilley Woods
Kristina Alonso
Tiffany Da Cruz
Jacqueline Rodriguez
Dayana Alvarez

Ryan Merrill
Samantha Miranda
Darleen Gonzalez
Rodney Rivera
DAnne Nixon
Maryann Ruiz Heard
Yanislaidy Aldana

M-DCPS
YOUR BEST

Air Base K-8 Center

Bent Tree Elementary

Biscayne Beach Elementary
Booker T. Washington Senior
Carol City Elementary

Cutler Bay Middle

David Lawrence Jr. K-8 Center
Gloria Floyd Elementary
Gulfstream Elementary
Homestead Middle

Jack D. Gordon Elementary
Norma Butler Bossard Elementary
South Miami Heights Elementary
South Miami Middle

Village Green Elementary



M-DCPS
PARTNERS

Building Relationships
to Support Education
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Exemplary M-DCPS Partners

Robert is Here

Village Church

Caring for Miami

Friends of South Florida Music

Everglades National Park

Arts for Learning

Publix

Alliant Insurance

Ibiley Uniforms

Paquita's Angels

State Farm

Crash Champions

Village Church

Wells Fargo

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Zeta Tau Chapter

Texas Roadhouse

Pet Smart

The Car Clinic

Hope N Hands

Delta Five Security

City of Opa Lock Police Department
US Century Bank

Christ Fellowship West Kendall

Air Base K-8 Center

Bel-Aire Elementary

Bel-Aire Elementary

Bent Tree Elementary

BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12
Biscayne Beach Elementary
Brucie Ball Educational Center
Calusa Elementary

Claude Pepper Elementary
Coconut Palm K-8 Academy
Coral Park Elementary

Country Club Middle

Cutler Bay Middle

Dante B. Fascell Elementary
Dorothy M. Wallace COPE Center

Dr. Carlos J. Finlay Elementary

Dr. Edward L. Whigham Elementary

Dr. Gilbert L. Porter Elementary

Dr. Henry E. Perrine Academy of the Arts
Dr. Manuel C. Barreiro Elementary

Dr. Robert B. Ingram Elementary

E.W.F. Stirrup Elementary

Felix Varela Senior



M-DCPS
PARTNERS

Building Relationships
to Support Education
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Exemplary M-DCPS Partners

EdFed

Garcia Orthodontics

OLDI

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Pi Delta Omega Chapter

Miami Cancer Institute-Baptist Health

Transformation Church

Sweet Ice Cream

Fresco y Mas

El Nuevo Pio Pio cafe

City to City

HOMESTEAD CHURCH

Techlawn Landscaping

Cornerstone Miami Church

Miami Dade Police Department

Miami Love Balloons

Kona Ice

Herff Jones Miami

Kona Ice

The Chicken Little Wing of Southwest

Circle of Brotherhood

Office Depot

A-Team Vacation Specialist

Frank C. Martin International K-8 Center
G. Holmes Braddock Senior

G.W. Carver Middle

Gateway K-8 Learning Center

Gloria Floyd Elementary
Goulds Elementary
Greenglade Elementary
Hammocks Middle

Hialeah Gardens Middle
Homestead Middle
Homestead Senior High
Homestead Senior High
Howard D. McMillan Middle
Howard Drive Elementary
J.C. Bermudez Doral Senior
Jack D. Gordon Elementary
John A. Ferguson Senior

Johnnie M. Parris Colonial Drive Elementary
Jose Marti MAST 6-12 Academy

Juvenile Justice Center
Kendale Lakes Elementary
Kendall Square K-8 Center
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Building Relationships
to Support Education

Exemplary M-DCPS Partners

Gold Star Sports Kenwood K-8 Center

Keller Williams Capital Realty Miami  Laura C. Saunders Elementary

WSVN 7 News Lawton Chiles Middle

Sports Grill Leewood K-8 Center

Caring For Miami Leisure City K-8 Center

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Lenora B. Smith Elementary
Upsilon Alpha Zeta Chapter

The AlchemyMaster Liberty City Elementary

Texas Roadhouse Restaurant Marjory Stoneman Douglas Elementary

Campus Life MAST at Homestead

Panter, Panter, and Sampedro, P.A. Miami Killian Senior

Community Partnerships Schools Miami Southridge Senior

Miami Springs Women's Club Miami Springs Elementary

DOF Cargo Miami Springs Senior

Microsoft TEALS Miami Sunset Senior

Palmetto Urban Homes Nathan B. Young Elementary

MDC Special Smiles Club Neva King Cooper Educational Center

Wawa Norma Butler Bossard Elementary

Nick's Photo Studio Miami North Miami Elementary

GENZ2050 Ojus Elementary

Discovery Lab Oliver Hoover Elementary

HCA Florida Kendall Hospital Olympia Heights Elementary

Gus Machado Ford Palm Springs Middle




M-DCPS
PARTNERS

Building Relationships
to Support Education

Exemplary M-DCPS Partners

Chrysalis Health
Ms. Claudia’s Village Academy
Continental Society
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
lota Pi Lambda Chapter
South FL Council Learning for Life/BSA
Christ Fellowship
Riviera Preparatory School
Miami Dade College Gear-Up
Calvary Church
Kelly Tractor Co.
Children in Action Foundation
305 Urban Cycling Club
Inahari Sushi Fusion Restaurant
The Education Fund
US Century Bank
The IDEA Center@Miami Dade College

Paul W. Bell Middle

Phyllis Ruth Miller Elementary
Pine Lake Elementary

Pine Villa Elementary

Redland Elementary

Redland Middle

Redondo Elementary

Richmond Heights Middle

Robert Morgan Ed. Center

Robert Morgan Ed. Center

Robert Renick Educational Center
Robert Russa Moton Elementary
Royal Green Elementary

Royal Palm Elementary

Rubén Dario Middle

School for Advanced Studies Wolfson



M-DCPS
PARTNERS

Building Relationships
to Support Education

Exemplary M-DCPS Partners

Amigos Tutoring

Feeding South Florida
EdFed

Publix Supermarket Inc
Your Sign Guy Co.
Fairchild Botanic Garden
Tropical Audubon Society
Standard Mortgage Loan
Everglades National Park
FitKids

Maestre Construction Inc
GoComputek LLC

Office Depot

Kona Ice

Cetera Investors

Silver Bluff Elementary

South Dade Middle

South Dade Senior

South Miami Heights Elementary
Southwest Senior

STEAM Department

Sunset Elementary

Sunset Park Elementary

TERRA Environmental Research Institute
Tropical Elementary

Twin Lakes Elementary

Village Green Elementary
Wesley Matthews Elementary
William Lehman Elementary
Zora Neale Hurston Elementary
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Enrique Escallon, Community Advocate
Family and Community Involvement Advisory Committee

Alina Fernandez, Volunteer and Internal Communcation Specialist
Chapman Partnership

Barbara Jean, Senior Operations & Administration Manager
Be Strong International

Richard Kerr, Family & Client Manager
All Here

Anna Klima, President
Miami Music Project

Siggy Miles, Executive Director
Miami-Dade Schools Police Center

Candice Myles, Community Relations Manager
Chapman Partnership

Rome Romulus, SBE Compliance Manager
Miami-Dade County Public Schools OEO

Zahra Ronizi, Student Advisor to the School Board
Tracy & Alonzo Mourning Sr. High

Nadeige Theresias, Youth Development Program Coordinator
Sant La

Lexus Walker, Senior Program Coordinator Community Engagement
Breakthrough Miami

Sharon Watson, PTA/PTSA Past President
PTA/PTSA Miami

M-DCPS
YOUR BEST

CH®ICE @MDCPSCommunity
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School Board of
Miami-Dade County, Florida

Mari Tere Rojas, Chair
Monica Coluccei, Vice Chair
Roberto J. Alonso
Lucia Baez-Geller
Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
Mary Blanco
Danny Espino
Dr. Steve Gallon III
Luisa Santos

Zahra Ronizi, Student Advisor

Dr. Jose L. Dotres, Superintendent of Schools
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LET’S ENGAGE!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS:
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@MDCPSCommunity

engagemiamidade.net

#CommunityConnections
#YourBestChoiceMDCPS




Student 1/ -
Registration is l’
a

Academic Year Internship Program
Invest in the future today

INTERNSHIPS@DADESCHOOLS.NET

.=IJ .
2,000+ ‘\
AVAILABLE '
INTERNSHIPS




@MDCPSAlumni

mdcpSsalumni.dadeschools.net

Alumnis05




